
					

MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

INFORMATIO N

November 1, 197 2

MEMORANDUM FOR : MR. KISSINGER

FROM : RICHARD T. KENNEDY

SUBJECT : Status of USG Actions Against Terrorism

This memo will bring you up to date on action taken since the Presidentia l
September 25th directive to mount an all-out campaign against politicall y
motivated international terrorism . In addition to the Cabinet Committe e
chaired by Secretary Rogers and its supporting Working Group headed b y
Armin Meyer, three other interagency action groups are refining plan s
to protect against, or react quickly to, acts of terrorism .

- - All of our diplomatic missions abroad have been given detaile d
guidance on how to protect our personnel and missions from
terrorist acts .

- - Jurisdictional responsibilities within the USG are being worked ou t
so that government agencies can respond quickly, effectively, and
in full cooperation should an act of terrorism occur in the U .S .

The FBI will play the predominant role in immediately assumin g
responsibility. 75 FBI agents recently met at Quantico t o
review methods for forestalling and reacting to acts of terrorism ,

-- Procedures have been devised to give foreign diplomats and specia l
guests added protection while in the United States . The recentl y
passed H . R. 15883 makes acts of terrorism against foreig n
diplomats and specified guests a federal offense, thereby strength-
ening the Government's hand to deal with such acts .

10-day transit visas have been suspended and visa applicant s
are very carefully screened against lists of known or suspected
terrorists . Several have been spotted by this process and kep t
out of the country .



-- Intelligence collection -- in cooperation with other governments - -
has increased dramatically and has been instrumental in anticipa -
ting and forestalling acts of terrorism .

-- Contingency plans are being developed and improved, in consulta-
tion with foreign governments, for meeting acts of terrorism :

U.S . Government agencies have developed practical procedure s
to be informed immediately and coordinate immediately in a
swift response to acts of terrorism involving the USG here an d
abroad .

State has been in touch with foreign Embassies (including thos e
of Israel, West Germany, and Jordan) vulnerable to terroris t
attack to plan how our governments can react quickly togethe r
should acts of terrorism occur .

There are areas where progress has been disappointing :

-- The response in the UN to our efforts against terrorism ha s
generally been poor due to the opposition of the Arab states an d
the African states which oppose any action that will inhibit Africa n
liberation movements .

-- Also, little progress has been made in devising workable sanction s
against states which do not cooperate in checking terrorism ,
although there is a possibility that ICAO, now meeting, ca n
develop machinery for air boycotts against non-cooperating states .

Secretary Rogers will shortly report to the President on the Cabinet C
ommittee's programs and progress. Though the Senior Working Group has

met six times, the Cabinet Committee has met only once in a kick-of f
session.




